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 New-Comers, Oc. 
| | Taken from the 
WESMINSTER JOURNAL. 


From my own Apartment in Spring-Gardens. 


E have an old Exgliſb Proverb, en- 
the Firſt is gone, ſeldom comes a 
Better, which I wonder the Advo- 
cates of his /ate Honour have not yet 
turaed upon the deluded Patriots. 
But apparently it was not the Man, 
but his Power, his Authority in the 

. Diſpoſal of Wealth and Places, 

which they pleaded for, ever in Hopes to have ſome 

Ray of his kindly Influence darted on Themſelves. 

They have now the ſame Complaiſance for his Succgſſors, 

whenever they ſhall. plcaſe to call in their Aſſiſtance. 

To ſupport a falling Patron is none of their Province, 

as Gratitude is none of their Virtues; and Lord Satan 

himſelf, at the Head of the T——»y, might be ſure 
of a Freeman at the Head of his Legion. | 


But as there is not one of theſe Alages without ſome 


Foundation in Truth and Reaſon, it might be worth 
while, for once, to take up the Part of our teceding Ad- 


vocates, and conſider how much of thele unite in the 
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nreſent when applied to the late Revolution in public 
Aff.irs. This may be done without any Compliment to 
Jon Roberto, or any other guondam Premier; it being no 
Prof that, One was not very bad, becauſe Another is no 
better. The old Woman of Syracuſe, who had ſeen the 
eign of the elder Dionyſſus, a Tyrant of the firſt Mag- 
use and had pray'd for his Death; when ſhe came un- 
der his Sus, a Tyrant yet more infamous, alter'd the 
err of her Petitions, and pray'd for his Ly, left 
the Lemon himfelf, in human Shape, ſhould ſucceed 
to te Corernment. 
will not take upon me to affirm, that in miniſterial 
Reiolutons, worſe and worſe aways does, and abſo- 
Rl aff follow : But that the Gradation, in general, 
lar con ued d mals ad pejus, is, I think, too manifeſt to 
j&d ny Prot, Hence that univerſal Odium on the very 
Name of Prime I. „ Which perhaps might at firſt 
be fjomewht honourable, eſpecially under a Prince of 
violent Faſflone, or ſmall Abilities. Under any other, 
TT. the primitive Times, I cannot think that ſuch an Of- 
ſcer c::iitcd ; and then he was rather the Servant of the 
People thin of the King, whom he held in a ſort of 
Pu>i/lnre, and reſtrained from the Commiſſion of any 
great Miſchief. : 
| But not to run into abſtracted Reaſonings, and con- 
JeQural Propoſitions ; Is it not a natural Piece of Cu 
rioſity common to all, in any Change of Hands public 
or private, to enquire into the Qualities of the ſucceed- 
ing Perſaus and compare them with thote of his Pre- 
d:ccfſor ? If a chaſte Widow, upon the Death of her 
fixit Huſband (whom, good Woman! ſhe can never for- 
get) ventures in two Months upon a ſecond, do we not 
always afk what fort of a Man, and whether he is like 
to be as indulgent, as induſtrious, as provident as the 


former? Upon any Removal in the Neighbourhood, 


do we not enquire concerning the Nezw-comer, his Prin- 
eiples, his Honeſty, his former Character, his Skill in 


his Profeſſion, and other Accompliſhments civil and 


moral? Do we not frequently, in either of theſe Caſes, 
regret Lav paſt in compariſon with the pre/ent ? ” 
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only the ſame Curioſity, . but very often the ſame Re- 
flection, prevails upon Changes of greater Importance, 
tho* perhaps they are what we before ardently wiſh'd 
for. We fro it even now, after having been for twenty 
Years preparing a Bill of Eje&ment againſt Bab Mono- 
poly, that the Kents he held in his own Hands ſhould 
be divided into Tenements, and he obliged to give 
an Account of their Improvements. Bob is ejected ; his 
Apartments are differently tenanted, and yet the Neigh- 
bours are unſatisfied. 

There is no Way of accounting for the Juſtice or 
Injuſtice of this Di/atisfa#ion, but by enquiring into 
the Characters of theſe Neww-comers in the volitical 
Syſtem. To do this fully can be no eaſy Taſk, conſi- 
dering that they are ſtill in a great Meaſure Strangers: 
But as I, in my Quality of Watchman, Lanthorn-bearer, 
and Staff-bearer of the City of Weſtminſter, have had 
greater Opportunities of knowing them than moſt o- 
ther Perſons, or at leaſt of forming probable Conjec- 
tures of their Qualifications, I ſhall communicate to 
the Public my O&/erwvations on this Subject. A few of 
the leading Men will give an Idea of the Reſt, who 
have neither Soul, Opinion, Character, or Senſation of 
their own. Theſe leading Men I take to be John the 
Carter, Sandy Long-bib, Daniel Raven, and old Will 
with the Spercer Wis Not to mention Vill Tyimmer., 
becauſe he has not yet taken a Houſe, tho' it is notori- 
ous that he was Breker-general to all the others. 

Jonx the CarTER is a Man of Parts and Vivacity, 
capable of any Undertaking, but faithful in none. He 
would make a very good Coachman, if he had the 
leaſt regard either to Maſter or Horſes : But when he 
was formerly Poſtillion, before Bob Monopoly took the 
Reins in his Hand, it appeared that he was for driving 
on thro' thick and thin, over Hedge and Ditch, with- 
out Fear or Shame, purely to ſhow his own All, at 
the Hazard of every Thing elſe. He was likewiſe 
ſuſpected of taking Bribes on the Road, to give the 
Way to others, who had no Claim of Precedency over 
his Maſter. Nay, ſome went fo far as to ſuggeſt, that 
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whenever it was in his Power he would pinch the Hor/as 
of their Corn, and put the Money in his own Pocket : 
Which Suggeſtion ſeems the more probable from what 
has ſince happen'd, when his Maſter ſent him to be 
Steward over a diſtant Eſtate. For he there ſhow'd his 
Avarice to the utmoſt Excels, by cutting down the Trees, 
racking the Tenants, and not leaving one Thing upon 
the Land that he was able to bring away. Since that 
he has been a good while out of Employment, but till 
caballing to get in, and raiſing Scandal upon every Soul 
that was either a Bar to his Ambition, or the Rival of 
his Abilities. No Man did this with a better Grace 
than himſelf, as he had the Art of throwing what Co- 
lours he pleaſed on his Arguments and Narratives, and 
making himſelf till believed, tho' always ſaſpected. 

His Office at preſent is Clerk of the Veſtry, in which it 
muſt be allowed he makes a much better Figure than his 
Fredeceſſor. If he picks the Pockets of his Pariſhioners, 
he does their Buſineſs at the ſame Time, and carries on 
their Law-juits with more Spirit and Succeſs than they 
have been lately uſed to. But then the Danger is his 
getting too great an Aſcendancy, and by his ſeeming 
Integrity procuring too much Confidence in his own 
Meaſures : For if this ſhould ever happen, he will cer- 
tainly bite all he 1s concern'd for, and play booty on 
both Sides. In a Word, there is no fear of his acting 
well while his private Intereſt runs parallel with the 
public; but ſhould the contrary appear, he is by fo 
much a more dangerous Servant than Bob Monopoly, as 
he is ſuperior to him in the Knowledge of Affairs. Let 
him have all Power to do Good, and none to do Miſchief, 
and we need not fear the beſt Conſequences from his 
Miniſtry. 

Since 7% has been in Place the laſt Time, I have 
inſpected him pretty cloſely with my Lanthorn, and do 


not ſind that any Thing yet prevails over the Lowe of 


his Country within his Breaſt, But other Thoughts, o- 
ther Puriuits are crouding for Rogm, and bid fair to 
joſtle out by Degrees his public Spirit. John may do 
well enough therefore for about a Twelvemonth, while 
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his Honeſty is only on the aer; but by that Time it 
will be pretty well auhetted down, and he muſt be laid 
by to recover his Edge, This he ſoon does out of the 
Verge of a Court, and gives deeper Cuts to thoſe in it 
than any other Man of his Age. Bob Monopoly hath 
often felt him, and ſnarted for it ſeverely, 

Sandy LoxG-B18 is quite a freſh Man, and has got 
the Succeſſion of Robin's beſt Apartments. He has a 
heavy plodding Genius, underſtands Arithmetic. pretty 
well, and 'tis thought would make a good Superviſor 
in the Exciſe : But how the D-—1 he came to riſe 
higher, and become chief Tallh-nan, is Matter of 
Wonder to all Mankind ; nor can he himſelf account 
for it. Some think that Bob has play'd him a Trick 
in this Promotion, in order to be reveng'd for a Paß 
Sandy made at him about twelve Months before; and 
that he got him placed ſo high not to honour, but to ex- 
poſe him. If ſo, moſt think he will carry his Point, 
and that the Effects of his Reſentment will at leaſt be 
adequate to the Affront When Sandy laboured to. get 
Robin ejected, it was with no View of coming into 
Poſſeſſion himſelf but only to ſignalize himſelf at the 
Head of a Cabal: But when he ſaw the Door open, and 
had Leave to go in, he inſtantly did it without Cere- 
mony, or without conſidering what a Figure he ſhould 
make with his aukward Appearance, and more aukward 
Deportment. 

As Sandy, by his Situation, is become one of the 
moſt conſpicuous of the new Servants, I have taken 
particular Care to examine him with my Lanthorn. I 
found him at firſt quite bewi/der'd, ſcarce ſenſible of 
what he had done, and unknowing of what he ſhould 4. 
He did not ſeem to mean either Good or Evil, till the 
latter, in form of Money, aroſe from behind a Pile of 
Tallies, and took Poſſeſſion of his concupiſcent Faculties. 
Then I ſaw that he would be a very Y t, whoſe 
Trade is to amaſs all they can, promote all their Crea- 
tures, forget all their honeſt Friendſhips, and cancel 
all former Obligations. He is not yet ſuch a perfect 
Matter of Ways and Means, as was his illuſtrious Prede- 
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ceſſor, but comes finely on, and in a few Months more 
will know how to make up the publick Acc—nts, and 
employ 7 S——ce * as well as ever a Rabin 
in Chriſtendom. Beſides, he begins to get rid of his 
Sheepiſhneſs, and talk en maitre, which is more than was 
expected from him at his firſt /zzting up. His Relations 
have good Hopes of being well provided for in their 
Turns, and ranking themſelves with the Children, Bro- 
thers, Nephews, and Couſins of other Cr, of 
the EX — r. | | 

Dax IBL Raven, Ship-Maſter, is the next of theſe 
great Perſonages. He has taken up a Profeſſion with 
which he is little acquainted, and therefore, with the 
Title of Chief Director, he muſt be ever under the 
Direction of others. The M. r of the R l, or 
the Gn P-rt-r, had been an Office ſuitable to his 
Taſte and Qualifications : For who ſo proper to preſide 
over our Games, as the Man who himſelf moſt excelleth 
in them? But what Analogy, O ye Councillors! is there 
between a H—z—rd Table, and a B—rd of Ad-——y ? 
The Art of flipping a Card, or cogging a Dye, will it 
ſuffice to circumvent an Enemy, or order a Fl—: to the 
greateſt Advantage ? But perhaps the Idea of a Mortar 
and Bombs may be waken'd by the Sight of a Box 
and Dice, and the Thundering of Cannon be imitated 
by the Rattling on the Board. Elſe wherefore doth 
Daniel ſit there, and why are his Brethren, for his 
Sake, advanced to Honours ? 

I have heard of a noble Perſon, who preſided at a 
certain honourable Board, where his Knowledge ena- 
bled him to act the Maſter; that when a Gentleman was 
recomended to him by one of his Coadjutors, as pro- 


er for ſuch an Office, he anſwered ſhort, S, I have . 


defien'd it for him, To which the other (a raw Com- 
miſſioner, without queſtion) replied with Aſtoniſhment, 


| How, my Lord! Deſian d? What, without conſulting 


Us ? For what then do We fit. here ? You fit here, 
returned his Lordſhip, to follow my Directions, and re- 
cetve'a thouſand Pounds a Year each Man. If you don't 
dike your Seat, Sir, you may quit it at Pleaſure, — This 
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was ſomewhat arbitrary, but might be borne from & 
Man of ſuperior Skill, who ſpoke only in his own Pro- 
vince : But ſhould the Chief of any Commiſſion be 
talk'd to in this Manner, and fit not to judge, but to 
execute Orders, how mean and deſpicable muſt be his 
Figure, and the Figures of all who are joined with him? 

1 have look'd at Mr Raden again and agaln, to fee 
if the Goodne/s of his Heart will atone for the Defict- 
ency of his Judgment. It might be originally well 
made ; but has ſuffered ſo much formerly at Whites, the 
Cocoa-Tree, the Maſquerade, New-Market, the Groom- 
Porter's, and other public Reſorts of Sh-rp-rs, that 
it can hardly ever again recover its true Form, 
't he narrow Spirit of a Gambler, that Avidity of other 
People's Subſtance which inſpires all his Actions, is 
ſeldom or never exorciſed out of the Perſon it has once 

oſſeſſed. Can any Thing great, generous, popular, 
be conceived in ſuch a Breaſt, or executed by the Di- 
rection of ſuch a Genius? 

Oro W1LL with the Spencer Wig, is not properly a 
Nexw-comer, and has only moved two or three Doors 
nearer the Pay-Office. Many Years hath he been a Chair- 
man, firſt of the Sz Stephen's, and afterwards of the Se 
James Club. He is a Man of decent Behaviour, a 
* Lover of Forms, and a regular Speaker. If not 

i/dom, he has diſcovered at leaſt more Prudence than 
molt other Men, and was not ſuſpected either of; 
tion or Avarice till his late Removal. That indeed, 
and the Proviſion he has already made ſor two hopeful 
eollateral Sprouts, by taking them under the fame Roof 
with himſelf, ſhew him to be not altogether ſo regard- 
leſs of his own Family as he was once thought. The 
Temper he has always ſhewn, has acquired him the 
Name of a moderate Man; tho' ſome doubt whether it 
be the Effect of Principle, or only a deep Precautioa 
to keep himſelf in, let who will go owt. This he 
ſeems likely to accompliſh, and ſo to be every Man's 
humble Servant, while no Man will rely on him as a 
Friend. Thus without Buſtle, Envy, or Oppoſition, he 
drudges quietly on in the Road of Buſinels, and, tho 
never 
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never foremoſt, may pon make as much Way in 
the Acquiſition of what he ſeeks as any other. 

My Lanthorn, penetrating as it is, has made no 
great Diſcoveries in the Breaſt of this Neighbour ; 
which makes me take him to be, in earneſt, a pretty 
plain-hearted Sort of a Man, that may prove as hone/t, 
at leaſt for the preſent, as thoſe about him. But the 


handling of Money, which it ſeems he is to have, is a 


very untowardly Circumſtance, and makes me in dread 
for the 1nfirmity of his Age. I have not, however, yet 
ſeen any new Iron Cheft brought into his Houſe, and 
hope this will prevent his thinking of any ſuch Matter ; 
which I will not fail of communicating to the Public, if 
ever it ſhould be done: For I perceiv? there is no Truſt 
in Man, throw but the proper Temptation in his Way! 

I might have introduced here ſeveral other Charac- 
ters, as thoſe of the Tawo Old Captains, eln Signet, 
Bat Allen, Vainly, and many more, but 1 chuſe to re- 
ſerve them for another Opportunity. That of Will 
Trimmer, when finiſh'd (for he ſtill fits for it) will, I 
believe, make a whole Miſcellany alone, and be a very 
diverting, as well as a very ſingular Piece. 

When I have gone through the whole Group, I ſhall 
leave it to the Reader's Conſideration, whether or no, 
now the Old One is gone, better are come in his Room? 
But this I will venture to fay beforch:nd, from the 
Sketch I have already taken, that in a Picture of this 
Sort, juſtly drawn, bad vill be the beſt. "There ſeems 
to be a Sort of Contagion within a certain Circle, 
which affects all who enter it in the ſame Manner. 


The once Good-natur'd, the once Affable, the once Hu- 


mane, the once Upright, the once Beneficent, the once 
Friendly, let them go to *, and they are ſo no more. 
Whether or no a timely Retreat from it may reſtore 
the Man, and once more unveil any of his former pri- 
date Virtues, may be worth a future Enquiry in the 
Perſon of his late Honour, or ſome of his chief Inple- 
ments. Be that as it will, none of theſe can atone for 
public Crimes, nor ought they to avert that Juſtice, which 
the People loudly demand. | B. 
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THE 
CHARACTER and HISTORY 


O F 


WILL. TRIMMER, 


Formerly of the St Stephen's Club, now 
Selett Veſtryman and HoxoRaRy Bur- 
geſs of this Liberty. 


Intermix'd with 


Some Particulars of BOB MONOPOLY, 
late Tallyman. 


Taken from the Weſtminſter Journal of 
Saturday, OQober 9, 1742. 


6 


From my own Apartment, Spring-Gardens. 


205 S HI 8 Day Fortnight, according to Promiſe, 
1 gave the Characters of certain Perſons 


i: N BS. : 
within my Bear, who were either New- 


| 
* IRIS comers, Or had removed their Habitations. 
ce 25 TI referr'd ſeveral others to a future Op- 
portunity, which I may embrace or neglect according as 
they behave. The two od Captains I heve no fear of, 
they having always approv'd themſelves Men of Honour : 
John Signet has been ſtaunch in ts Principles, and I only 
hope he will continue fo, tho' in % Neighbourhood : 
To Bat Alen I have as yet no particular Objection ; and 
as 
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as for Vainly, and the Reſt, let them form their owe 
Characters, remembering ſtill that I am at hand, to 
correct ſeverely thoſe Strokes I may be oblig'd to cos- 
demn. | 
But Vill Trimmer is more worthy of Notice, and 
therefore I raiſed ſome Exbectation with regard to him. 
Unfiniſhed as the characteriſtical Draught of him may 
be, it is already more crouded with Ab/urdities and 
Contraditions than any other I have ſeen. Purſue this 
Proteus where we will, we ſhall ever ſee him riſing before 
us in ſome new Shape: Let us look back then a few 
Moments, and run over his paſt Transformations, 'ere 
they grow too numerous to be remembered. I pro- 
miſed, on this Occaſion, an entertaining Piece : It muſt 
be want of Sill, and not of Sujet, if I fail. He 
has liv'd before in the ſame Precinct: I have ſearch'd 
the Records for his Behaviour ther, and in all the Places 
he has moved to ſince. | | 

All the Inhabitants here, except in a few Rents, 
(where ſome are ſo /ucky, when related to the chief Of- 
ficers, as to get Lea/es for Life) are Servants at Will to 
the Lord of the Manor; who has alſo a limited Power 
of erecting honorary Inberitances, which are ever ſup- 


ry to be the Rewards of diſtinguiſbed Merit. His 


rd/hip is, in himſelf, a mighty honeft fort of a Man, 
tho' ſomewhat chleric, and would always gladly ſhew 
his Favours to the moſt Deſerving : But as he cannot, 
among ſo many, be perſonally io with 47/1 
theſe, he is ſeldom thought to make much Enqui 
concerning any. A few leading Men about him dired 
his Choice, who generally either belong to the Tally- 
Office, or are Clerks of the Veſtry. The Tally men 
have Charge of the Caf, and the Others look to the 
Books, and tranſact all public Buſineſs of Form, It 
was neceſſary to give this additional Idea of our Con- 
flitution, as an Introduction to what follows. 
- Will TrimMeR was born of reputable Parents, 
had a tolerable good Education, and was, from the 
firſt, a promiſing Boy. 'The Hopes conceived of him 


did not dwindle, throughout his whole Progreſs from 


Infancy 
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Infancy to Manhood, He profeſſed his Family Prin- 
ciples, tending entirely to parochial Liberty, and a free 
Veftry : But was thought to {train them ſo far, that he 
could have wiſh'd the Manor had ns Lord, and that the 
Direction of all Things might be in common. In ſuch 
a Community, he well knew his own forward Genius, 
and Talent of haranguing to a popular Aſſembly, would 
ſoon give him a Superiority to moſt of his Fellows x 
which was what in his Heart he panted after. No 
Man, indeed, ever more ſolemnly prefeſſed the con- 
trary, nor at ſome Periods was ever more believ'd. 
He had a Way of ſeeming diſintereſted, which might 
have impoſed upon a Cato or a Hampden ; has been a 
thouſand Times complimented with theſe very Names, 
by thoſe who really de/erv'd them; paſs'd for a Maſter 
of his own, as well as other Men's Paſſions; and was 
thought the Guardian-Angel of the Neighbourhood, 
when Deſigns were manifeſtly forming to oppreſs their 
Liberty, or double their Taxes. Yet was he all this 
while grecdy, ambitious, herpeck'd, and revengeful. It 
will not be ſaid that I lay this Charge at Random, 
when I have gone through {ome Particulars of his Life, 
and compared them together. 

Tho' in his younger Days he had a very good Houſe, 
and a Competency to live on; a Relation of his, then 
in favour with the Lord, found out ſome xvaſte Ground 
in the Manor, and got a private Grant of it to him- 
ſelf, of which Vill ſince made ſuch Improvements as 
diſcovered his great Forefight,——Bat this, as it is no 
more perhaps than any other prudent Man would have 


done, I ſhould not have mentioned, had it not ſince 


enabled him to brave his Benefactor, and all his Ser- 
wants, There might be ſome Reaſon for the /atter, 
and I doubt not there was : But the Reprover of Vice 
ſhould himſelf be virtuous. | 

The Father of the preſent Lord, upon his coming 


to the Eſtate, had Vill recommended to him as fit for 


Buſineſs. He made him Clerk of the Militia, which 
is a very profitable Employment, and might have ſa- 
tisfy*d any young Beginner. Bob Monopoly was at the 

B ſame 
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lame Time in the 7. ally-Offce, and who but they two 
at all the Pariſh Meetings. They were both Members 
of the St Szephen's Club, which is the general Veſtry, 
where all the Pariſh Rates are ſettled; and never did 
Men more agree in uſing every Pretence to rack their 
Neighbours. The Lord, at his firſt coming, had his 
Title conteſted by a ſpurious Pretender ; and the Pariſh, 
becauſe his Lordſhip was a mighty good Man, defended 


the Cauſe. This occaſioned ſome additional Charges, 
Which no Body grumbled at paying: But the Aim of 


our Aſſociates was to ſaddle them with it in perpe- 
zuum, and therefore their Inventions were ever at work 
to raiſe new Alarms. This, at laſt, grew tireſome, and 
made them ſuſpected, when, all of a ſudden, as if they 
had repented, they threw up their Places, upon a Motion 
to raiſe ſome Money for the Aſſiſtance of a neighbour- 
ing Lord, who was at Law with another much poorer 
than himſelf, But the, Truth was, they were in danger 
of being ſupplanted, and did it only to ſave Ap- 
pearanccs. 

During this Peripd of their joint Management, they, 
with ſome others, were deputed a Committee of Veſtry, 
to enquire into the Dilapidations, and other Mal-ad- 
miniſtrations of certain former Officers, It is conſi- 
dently ſaid, they found Matter enough to hang at leaſt 
one of the Culprits ; but as his Trial did not come on 
till they had re/2n'd, they then thought proper to ſtifle 
the Evidence. And from that Day torwards, at every 
Club-Meeting, they did nothing but rail at all his 
Lordſhip's Servants, as if it was impoſſible to live ho- 
neſt where They had been before. There was, beſides, 
at this Time, an unhappy Miſunderſtanding between the 
Heir and his Father, which they took the Advantage 
of, and ranged themſelves on the Side of the former. 

ill ſaid one Day, lie was now a free Pariſhioner, and 
would oppoſe all Xxawes, as he had given over to be 
one himſelf. Not only ſome of the Club, but many 
without Doors began to believe him, and he grew again 
into Reputation, 


The 


BW 


The new Servants, in reality, were #0 better than 
they had been repreſented. 'They contrived a great 
Box, which they ſaid had the Quality of multiplying 
Money, and invited the Pariſhioners to put in a wvas 
len ther after prying their Rates. Many did fo, and 
the Jugglers, from Day to Day, gave out how much 
it was encreaſed. This drew in even Miſers, who 
brought out their old Hoards to buy up this idea! Accu - 
mulation. At luaſt, away run ſome of my Gentlemen, Roy 
and all, and leave their poor (ullies in tne Lurch. So 
flagrant an Impoſition could not however paſs over in 
Silence; theretore the Matter was brought before the 
Veflry, where Bob and Mill were much [fred te. 
This was ſuch a Lime as they wanted. "They ſuffered 
the Rogwery to be detected, and then let the Reſt of 
the Rogues flip thro? their Fingers, with only a flight 
Mulct, and the Succeficn of their Places to themſelves 
and their Adherents. 

Behold them now again in Office, and {fill the ſame 
par Nobil: ! Bob is erected into Chief Tallyman, and 
Mill would have an old Servant, who kept the Key of 
my Lord's Coffer, turn'd out of his Living to make 
Way for himſelf, tho' the poor Man was forced imme- 
diately thereupon to become a Penſianer. Yet not 

any Years after, while he ſtill held his Office, he 
took it in his Head to harangue againſt all Pexioms, 
tho' his own. Ambition had occaſioned the meoft confſe- 
derable one that had been for ſome Time granted. But 
this was the Effect of his Diſguſt at his old Friend Robin, 
whom he faw advancing far before him in the Race of 
Preferment, without looking behind, and whom in 
vain he ſtrove to follow with equal 5:55. 

The Wife of Villiam, ſeeing that her Huſband was 
as rich as his Neighbours, and opining that all Merit 
lay in the Poſſeſſion of Wealth and Heinomr, was ever 
teizing him to get the Rank of Burgeſs of the Liberty, 
and Select Veſtryman, which are the higheſt Honours 
his Lordſhip confers. Get us @ Title! ſaid ſhe, Get 
us a Title ! and thus daily ſhe follow'd him about the 
Houſe. Vill, who knew her teizing Lemper, and 
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that what once enter d her Head would never ut 
of it again, promiſed to apply for what ſhe deſired. 
In the mean Time another Crotchet ſeiz'd her. #7, 
laid he, can't ron write as well as Tom Clermont, or 
Charles of Norfolk ? Why then are you not Clerk of the 
Feftry, as wwell as either of them? Mind, I inſiſt upon it, 
can foall be Clerk of the Veſtry. Here was now a 
coubie Dficulty; two Favours to aſk for at once; 
vet Complance was abſolutely neceſſary, or no 
Peace would there be at home. He opened the Caſe to 
Has, wito told him the Demand was unreaſonable, and 
could not be granted. Vill inſiſted, and Dob as 
Fronely denied; till the former, diſappointed and itang 
to the Heart, ſwore a great Oath, that he would, from 
hit Lime forwards, be an eternal Thorn in the Side 
of is od Croney, and condemn every Thing he ſhould 
either y or 49. | 

Next Veſtry Day Robin propoſed an Over-rate, to 
rale Money to pay the Penſiens, and diſcharge ſome 
of his Lordſhip's Pills. Will, who for ſome Years 
pit hac come plum into every Money-Scheme, was for 
granting none till the Accounts were audited. He drew 
over to his Side a conſiderable Party, and never was 
War wag'd at B-/l-»/gate, between two Ranks of the 
Piſiinary Siſterhood, with more Acrimony and Rage, 
than in the Club of St Stephen, between the Williamites 
and the Bebites, To have heard either of the Leaders 
ſcold, call Names, expoſe old Facts, ſurmiſe new 
Tricks, you would have thought the other the greateſt 
R in Chriſtendom: But when you had heard the 
Anſwer, you would immediately have concluded they 
were both alike. The only Difference between them 
was this; That as Bob had the Diſpoſal of all his Maſ- 
ter's Favours, he always ſecured a Majority in the Club, 
which, after wrangling ever ſo long, he was ſure would 
carry the Queſtion to his Mind: Whereas Vill, by be- 
ing overborne within, and ſtill haranguing for the 
Liberty of the Pariſh, became the Favourite of the 
People without, who, to a Man, hated Robin. In 
ſhort, by a long Habit of railing to the /ame Tune 
many 


1 


many had forgot that Vill was ever in any other, and 
believed he had the Intereſt of the Community really 
at Heart. 

Whenever there was a Veſtry held, the Lord him- 
ſelf would come and open it with a Speech, ſettin 
forth the State of his own Affairs, and thoſe of the 
Pariſh. No ſooner was his Back turn'd, but HI and 
his Friends would criticiſe upon this Speech, charge it 
with Abſurdities and Falſities, and ſwear it was drawn 
up by Robin; thereby inſinuating, as the other Side fre- 
quently obſerved, that his Lordſhip could neither write 
nor read. However, Bob, by his Majority, always 
got an Anſwer of Thanks to theſe Speeches, and very 
often drew it up h:m/elF. 

If ever his Lordſhip, by his Deputies, who were al- 
ways deem'd to be of Bob's chuſing, made a Cntract 
of Amity with any neighbouring Manor, Vill would 
be ſure to ridicule it, libel it, ſet the Pariſh againſt it, 
and call thoſe who made it a Pack of blundering Fel- 
lows. A Brother of Bob's, that went by the Name of 
Balance, was famous for theſe Contracts, and the Wit 
that was Jet upon him on thoſe Occaſions. The Parties 
it fel/ on always deſerved the Satire, but it was no 
Virtue in Vill to throw it out; becauſe, had the Ho- 
nour and the Clerk/bip been given him, all the Tranſ- 
actions of his Lordſhip's Servants had met with Appro- 
bation. They might have encreaſed the Charge of the 
Pariſh as much as they had pleaſed, even for the Bene- 
fit of his Lordſhip's other Fhates, which was now one 
of 1//i/Ps moſt popular "Topics of Clamour. 

A remarkable Inſtance of his 1»/ability, and Readi- 
neſs to come over, appeared upon the Death of the old 
Lord, when the preſent Poſſeſſor came to the Manor. 
Will, who, ever ſince his Defection from his old 
Friends, had always rail'd againſt any Encreaſe of the 
Pariſh Expences, let the Cauſe be ever fo prefling, 
calmly ſuffered an Addition to the Militia, and an 
Advance of the 2uit-rents to his Lordſhip, in regard 
of his numerous Family, without ſo much as opening his 
Mouth in behalf of his Fellow-Pariſhioners. The Caſe 
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was, he hop'd the zexv Lord would make ſome Room 
for him about his Perſon, and grant him all he had de- 
fired ſome Years before. Bob, he preſumed, would 
be #:c:#d out of the Houſe ; and Tom Clermant, who 
had affronted his Lordſhip in his Father's Time, VIII 
would have laid a Wager muſt refjgn : And then, thought 
he, avho ſo proper to ſucceed him as Myſelf, if I can 
curry Favour with the young Gentleman? He was miſ 
taken; Bob and Tom both kept their Places, and VI.. 
relapſed into his Spleen and Detraction. 

There was another Cub, entirely ſelect, of which 
the Lord himſelf was a Member, and nominated all 
the Reſt. Vill was choſen into this in the Father's 
Time, and continued ſome Years under the Soy But 
one Day his Lordſhip, in a great Paſſion at ſomething 

711 had ſaid in the Veſtry, took up his Pen, and with 
his ozwn Hand ſtruck the Words Will Trimmer out of 
the Liſt. Whether this was done at Bob's. In/tigation, 
or from his Lordſhip's ewn Reſentment, or both united, 
15 uncertain ; but it was near a Dozen Years before he 


could recover his Seat, and that only with the Sacrifice 


of all his Friends——— But the Hiſtory of this Period, 
which 1s full of ſtrange Occurrences, and wonderful 
Altercations between Bob and Vill, I ſhall reſerve for 
another Paper, to make Room in this for the Letter I 
mentioned laſt Week. The Gentleman who writes it 
ſays nothing of the Publication: But as I ain not cer- 
tain he does not expect that Compliment, and that he 
will not accuſe me of Partiality if J ſuppreſs a Re- 
proof ſent to My/z/f, I inſert it without any other Re- 
mark than this: "That the Application of the Charac- 
ter in my former Journal 1s entirely his own, and that, 
it what he ſys in Behalf of the K of  * * * 
viindicates either of my four Neww-Comers, J am exceed- 
ingly glad to be better informed myſelf, and to convey 
that lutormation to others, 
B. 


To 


— — 
— 


ß 3 


- neous Character you give of the E 
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T THOMAS TOUCHIT, Zi; 


SIX, ä 

CCOR DING to my Cuſtom, I have been 
taking my Afternoon's Pipe over your Journal, 

and was agreeably entertain'd till I came L. the erro- 
of NV 3 
and as I know it to be ſo, from a long perſonal Ac- 
quaintance with him, I think it my Duty to lead you 
out of ſo grievous a Miſtake, which I am perſuaded 
you have been led into by Somebody, who knows no- 
thing of him, but the Character he bore zaventy Nears 
ago, when, it is well known, he was quite the Man of 
Pleaſure : Bat I can poſitively aver, that, for many 
Years paſt, no Man has managed his Affairs wich more 
Prudence and Oeconomy than his L——p ; no Man ap- 
ply'd himſelf more cloſely to Buſineſs, and ſuch Bufine/5 
as it were to be wiſh'd every Man of Quality and For- 
tune would take the Pains he has done to inſtruct him- 
ſelf in. As to his Generoſity, I could wiſh you were 
to enquire about it of his Tenants, to many of whom, 
to my Knowledge, he forgave a Year's Rent (to ſome 
more, and to others leſs) in Conſideration of the late 
Scarcity of Graſs, Grain, Sc. Is this like a covetous 
Man, or is it not? He was extravagant and a Gameſter 
in kis younger Days, and ſo was the D of N= 5 
who is ſtill a generous Man, and, for a Courtier, a very 
honeſt one. I join with you, that the whole Board of 
„of which his Ip is at the Head, would 


be beſt compoſed of Sea. faring Men; but can fo many 


be found, who are known to be Perſons of Integrity as 
well as Experience? My L—d is not a Sailor, but is an 
indefatigable Man ; has a Head turn'd for Buſineſs ; and, 
I ſincerely believe, a Heart to ſerve his Country and 
his Friend: The latter I have the greateſt Certainty 
of, tho' I never aſk'd him a Favour for Myſelf, nor 
was ever refuſed one for my Friend. His Integrity and 
Juſtice are evident from the Reſolution he has ſhewn to 
prefer Officers according to Sentority, and their own 

Merit 
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Merit, without regard to their Fanuly, or even his 
own perſonal Friendſhip for em. This laudable Reſo- 
lution made him lately oppoſe the Advancement of a 
Friend of his own (a Lieutenant, and a Nobleman) to 
a Ship, with this Anſwer: That his Predeceſſors had 


done unjuſtly in ſhewing ſo much Fawour and Partiality 


in the Diſpoſal of ſuch Peſts : That it was a Practice 
he ſhould always oppoſe ; but that as ſoon as he could 


advance him with Honour and Juſtice, he might depend 


on all he could do for him. So honeſt an Anſwer per- 
fectly ſatisfy'd his Friend (as he told me himſelf) who 
reſts contented with the Poſt of a Firſt Lieutenant, aſ- 
ſured that he ſhall be promoted in his Turn. 

As to the other Gentry, I ſhall not defend *em ; but am 
ſure, that to anticipate a Man's Vices, is one Way to 
diſcourage him from being honeſt ; and might ſet a cho- 
leric or weak Man upon doing that out of Spite, which 
he would not have thought on, had he not been attack'd. 
It's not quite fair indeed, Mr Jouchit, and I hope you 
will be convinced of it, by an impartial Enquiry into 
his L-—p's Character, abſtracted from the Flights of 
his Youth, which have entirely ſubſided; and when 
you find how you have been impoſed on, I hope you'll 
mend the worlt Portrait you ever drew in your Life. 
I entirely approve of your Writings in general; but 
muſt do Juſtice to the Character of a Perſon I know to 
be an honeſt and capable Man, and am, with all my 
Heart, | | 
S 1 R, | 


Your conſtant Reader, 
and Well-wihher, 
N. 


Continuation of the Character and Hiſtory 
of Witt TRIMMER, down to his laſt 
Promotion, and Re-union with Bos 
MoxoProrLy. 


Taken from the WESTMINSEER JOURNAL of 
Saturday, September 16, 1742. 


From my own Apartment in Spring- Gardens. 


CES OON after, the Diviſion between V and 
Dol, there were great Contentions in the 


Commerce, who had taken a Houſe in ano- 
ther Pariſh, and was ſuſpected of an Inclina- 
tion to remove thither entirely. She denied any ſuch 
Thing, declared ſhe would keep Sts Houſes, reſide 
chiefly in her od one, and never leave the Lordſhip unleſs 
ſhe was driven out of it. This there was ſome danger 
ſhe might be, becauſe ſhe was envied by ſome of the 
proudeſi of her Neighbours (who had left off Buſineſs) 
on Account of her great Wealth, which enabled her 
to make a more ſplendid Figure than they who liv'd on 
their Means. But the People in general, eſpecially the 
Poor, had a great Veneration for her, as indeed they 
had Reaſon : For ſhe employ'd great Numbers of them, 
and, between her Dwelling-hauſe, Shop, and Ware- 
houſes, that were diſtributed all over the Pariſh, paid, 
for her own Share, at leaſt one Third of the Rates. She 
was thought of ſo much Conſequence, that the Lord 
never made a Speech in the Veſtry without naming her 
in particular, and declaring he would protect her againſt 


all her Enemies. Tho' theſe Words, at ſome Times, 
[7 » Were 
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were deem'd little more than a mere Compliment, they 
were ſo far become Matter of Form, that a Speech 
without them would have been but very indifferently 


reliſbed. 


The Thought of ſuch a Perſon's Remowing, one 
muſt imagine, alarm'd all the true Members of the 
Community. It was propoſed in Veſtry to grant her 
ſome new Immunities, that might invite her to reſide 
wholly amongſt them. Vill was for this Motion, pure- 
ly becauſe he knew Bob would be againſt it; adv.nced 
boldly that ſhe was zvins Hauſe, if ſhe had not 
already moved; and declared that inſtead of the Words, 
invite Madam Commerce to ſtay ia this Pariſh, to be 
inſerted in the Order of Veſtry, he was for the Words, 


invite to return to this Pariſh ;- for that ſhe was really 


gone out of it, and all the Poor would be ruin'd in 
leſs than a Twelvemonth. Then he laid the Blame 
of this Revolution upon the heavy Rates introduced by 
Bob, who, in Fact, was rather for burthening her 
with neu Tax:s, than abating any Thing of thoſe al- 

ready fix'd. | 
Warm was the Conteſt between the two Parties: The 
Bobites maintained, that Commerce lived as much among 
them as ever, and that the Houſe ſhe had taken elſe- 
where, was only to / t up one of her Daughters in a 
piddling Way ; that the old Genilewoman's Buſineſs 
was more extenſive than formerly; and therefore that 
ſhe was extremely well uſed in being ſo moderately rated. 
Juſt the contrary of this did the Villiamites inſiſt on, 
and brought ſeveral of Madam's ozz Family to ſup- 
port their Allegations. It. appear'd upon the Whole, 
that thro' the Diſcouragement ſhe had met with in her 
Neighbourhood, and [nwitatizns from other Pariſhes, 
ſhe had open'd xvo or three new Shops, which had 
a good Trade to them, and one that even equal'd 
the firſt: But that ſhe had 4%, or was inclined en- 
tirely to leave the Pariſh, it did by no Means appear. 
Bob and Will therefore were equally extravagant in 
their Aſſertions, on purpoſe to be as oppoſite to each 
other as poſſible : It was pleaſant to hear them affirm 
| Things 
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Things which they could not Believe, and their Parti- 
ſans ſupporting their Arguments merely becauſe they 
were embarked in the /ame Cauſe. The Order paſſed 
in Robin's Words, and Mrs Commerce, tho' ſhe has ever 
ſince been gradually m:wving her Stock, does yet keep 
her o, Houſe over her Head. Vill now cares as little 
for her as Bob, and fince they are once more Friends, 
values not a Farthing if Commerce were A- d. She 
is indeed in a declining Way, and looks like a Skeletor 
to what ſhe did. 

In the former Part of this Hiſtory I mentioned his 
Lordſhips other Eflates. He had lately bought a new 
one, contiguous to thoſe which were hereditary in his 
Family. Ihe former Owner, who had been diſpoſſeſs'd 
of it by Law, till kept up his Title, and only waited 
for an Opportunity to get upon the Premiſes. This 
made it neceſſary to increaſe the Number of Servants 
upon it, and keep a good Look-out. But Bob, under Pre- 
tence that it was for the Service of his own Liberty, 
not only diſciplin'd all the Boors upon the new Eftate, 
but Hired the Militia of another Pariſh, at a greater 
Expence than the ſaid Eſlate was worth. This was in- 
deed juſt Matter of Complaint, and Vill made the 
moſt of it in ſeveral ſet Speeches. He was applauded for 
them by thoſe who did not remember what he had 
faid formerly on the contrary Side of the ſame Queſtion, 
nor think what he would /ay again, if ever the Tables 
come to be u d. | 

The People of this Manor were great Eaters of Salt, 
and the Lord had a 7%, upon all that was expended 
by them. When the Term of this Toll expired, Bob, 
to the Surpriſe of all Men, did not look to the Re- 
newal of it, but let the good Folks, for a whole Year 
together, eat what Salt they pleaſed at Prime Coe. 
He then pretended that Salt was bad for the Conftitu- 
tion; that the People were all eat up with the Scurwy ; 
and, if they did not refrain from eating ſo much Sa/t, 
their whole Maſs of Bld would be ſpoiled. Will, 
ſtill the profeſs*'d Advocate of the People, pleaded for 
the free U/e of Salt, and was again defeated. In 
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ſhort, the Toll was made perpetual, and Vill had the 
Mortification to ſee he could do 20 good, tho' he aim'd 
at it only out of Spite. 

But the greateſt Exploit of Vill's Oppoſition, was 
what immediately follow'd this, when, tho' he could 
not carry the Queſtion againit Bob in the Veſtry, he 
prevail'd upon Bob himſelf to drop it. This he did in 
the Way of Terror, by putting him in Dread for his dear 
Life. Will knew how ſuſceptible he was of this Pa/ſ- 
ion, and about two Years before had publiſhed an In- 
ſtance of it; ſhewing how Bob came to him all ag], 
with trembling Knees and a wild Aſpect, to relate a 
Story (for they were next Neighbours, tho* mortal 
Enemies) of an Apparition that was heard in his Houſe. 
Vill, it ſeems from his own Account, was not at all 


- frighted, and laugh'd at the other's Timidity : Nor 


have we any Room to doubt of his Courage, where his 
Paſſions or Prejudices inſpire it. Lord Fanny ſaw it 
blaze forth, and had like to have fallen the Victim of 
his own Raſpne/s, in daring to withſtand it with naked 
Rapier. 

Vine and Tobacco (to return to our Story) were con- 
ſumed in great Quantity by the Tenants of the Sz 
James's Manor, and the Lord received a pretty hand- 
ſome Profit upon. the Sale of them. As there might 
poſſibly be ſome brought into the Manor clandeſtinely, 
without Entry at the proper Office (tho" the Penalty was 
heavy upon ſuch Kind of Dealing) Robin propoſed a 
Scheme for ſearching every Houſe, whenever he pleas'd, 
for Wine and Tobacco, that the Lord, or the Lord's 
Servants, might not loſe a Grain or a Drop of what 
they thought their Due. Now as this would have been 
attended with great Iuconveniences, and might have 
given Bob a diſcretionary Power over the Secrets and 
Fortunes of all Families, the very Notion of ſuch a 
Thing, which Vill was the f-/? to propagate, raiſed 
ſach a Spirit in the People, that they talk'd of De-Wit- 
ting the poor Tallhman, and _— Knife-handles of 
his Bones. According'y, to intimidate him, they met 
about the Veſtry-Door, while the Partics were Raw 
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di late, and declared their Reſolution in caſe he per- 
fifted. Bob, like a true Coward, thought at ſirſt to 
bully them; came to the Door; call'd them a Gang 
of Sturdy Beggars, and ſwore he would ſend them all 
to Bridewell, if they did not diſperſe : But when he 
ſaw them undaunted at his Threats, he turn'd as pale 
as a Clout, went into the Veſtry again, and of his own 
Accord deſired the Matter might be dropp'd, tho' he 
was ſure of carrying the Queſtion whenever put. 

From this Time forwards he was ever afraid to ſhew 
his Head, and never ſtir'd out of Doors without a 
Guard, which was made up of Shze-blackers, Link-men, 
and other ſuch creditable Friends. Theſe always fol- 
low'd him to the Veſtry, headed by a Captain, on whom 
Bob conferr'd the Name of Lion; but they followed 
always at ſome Diſtance, that no Notice might be 
taken of their Buſineſs. 

As Will, by rouzing the People in this Manner, had 
done a real Service to the Community, he grew ex- 
ceedingly proud thereupon, and boaſted in Prins of 
what he had atchiev'd. Every Body took this in good 
Part, and, forgetting the Motive upon which he ad, 
applauded the Action. Thus, while his whole Aim 
was the Mortification of Bob, he reap'd all the Fruits 
of a virtuous Love to his Felloau-TJenants. And ſeeing 
what Reputation was this Way to be acquired, he kept 
on pretty uniformly to the ſame Syſtem. When a Motion 
was once made for the more Hegucut Choice of Vetry- 
men, that it might be as it had been before the Days 
of the late Lord, Vill ſpoke and woted entirely for it, 
becauſe he knew this would ingratiate him more and 
more with the Pariſh, and, let them chuſe ever ſo often, 
he ſhould be perpetually one of the Ele, 

Many other Things did Vill, to the great Satisfac- 
tion of his Fellow-Pariſhioners ; continuing good againſt 
his Inclination, merely to be contrary to the Man he 
hated, who was exceeding wicked. I ſhall only men- 
tion a few of the moſt popular Initances ; for it would 
be tedious to enumerate all, or to be particular in any. 
e got an Order of Veſtry againſt the Uſe of 

C Crdials 
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Cordials among the Poor, alledging that their Spirits 
were too high already: Will interpoſed on their Be- 
half, but could not prevail. Bob procured the Suppreſ- 
ſion of all Puppet-Shoxws, becauſe Punch had made too 
free with his Per/on : Mill was an Advocate for the 
People's Diverſion, and would gladly have ſeen Bob 
continue the Subject of it. Bob had every Man's 


un taken away, all over the Pariſh, becauſe he ſaid 


the Pariſhioners were all Thieves, and kept Guns only 
to protect thgnſelves from Juſtice- Mill prov'd the 
Neceſiity of keeping Arms, becauſe the Pariſhioners 
were honeft Men, and ought to have ſome Defence a- 
gainſt Rogues, ſuch as were many of Bob's Emiſſaries. 
But the moſt material Caſe between them was 


"This: 


Madam Commerce; in her Journies to the Ve, had 


been ſeveral Times robb'd and inſulted ; of which ſhe 


complained to the Lord, and to the Veſtry, who were 
both ſworn to protect her. Vill ſeconded her Com- 
plaints, and was for promoting a public Law-/uit, ac- 
cording to antient Cuſtom, againſt thoſe who had in- 
jured her, who were well enough known. Bob anſwereg, 
that Law was expen/ive, and the Event of it always: 
uncertain ; that the Perſons ſhe complained of were, 
he believed, civil honeſt Gentlemen, and would not 
deny. Reparation if the Charge were true; that the 
Clerk of the Veſtry ſhould write to them, and af if 
they did commit ſuch and ſuch Robber ies. Accordingly 
the Clerk wrote, and the Criminals denied the Fact: 
Whereupon Bob, with an Air of Triumph, tcok the 
Part of theſe Thieves at the next Meeting, call'd Cam- 
merce a ſaucy lying B—tch, and ſwore he would never 
give Ear to her again. All this while V7 conti- 
nued ftifly to take her Part, and, tho' he could not 
gain her Cauſe, made the Juice of it apparent to all 
the Vorld, and brought down a thouſand Imprecations 
on the Tallyman. 

Seeing this, and for fear of being mob'd, Robin 
own'd that he believed ſhe had received /ome Damage, 
the Payment of which he would 2/% on. According- 

ly 


13 


ly he went immediately to compounding the Felony, 
and conven'd to make it up for a trifling Sum, not a 
tenth Part of what had been loſt. The Bargain, unjuſt 
as it was, received the Approbation of the Veltry ; 
but the Plaintiff would not ſtand to it, and went on 
remonſtrating the Wrong done her, which was every 
Day greater than other. 

At laſt, tired with the Importunity of the 'Suferer, 
and the Reprefentations of Vill and his Friends, Bob 
ſuffered a Suit to commence ; declaring, tho' a Lawyer, 
that he would have no Hand in the Condud? of it, and 
proteſting that Commerce ſhould pay dearly for the 
Trouble the gave. Notice was ſent to the Defendant, 
who made good his Plea as well as he could; but had 
been ſaddled with both Ce and Damage, if Bob had 
not given the Plaintiff's Advocates private Inſtructions, 
not to proceed ſ far. By this Means, with the juſtett 
Cauſe that ever was brought to Iſſue, Madam ſaw her- 
ſelf fleec'd afreſh, without obtaining the leaſt Satisfac- 
tion. And, what was the worſt of the whole Affair, 
the Lord of the Manor, who believ'd every 'Thing that 
Bob ſaid, was fully perſuaded that the Proſecution was 
fairly and wigorouſly carried on, and that the ill Suc- 
ceſs it met with was owing to the Inj//ice of it, or at 
leaſt to unavoidable Accidents. 

But Vill, who knew too much of the Law to be 
thus impoſed on, reſolved with this Weapon to make 
another Pub at his old Antagoniſt. He »oved there- 
fore in the Veſtry, for the Papers relating to the whole 
Suit to be laid before them, that from thence he might 
draw up a Charge againſt Robin, who he knew pri- 
vately directed every Ihing: But in vain did he move; 
for Bob prevail'd upon the Lord to ſay, that as the 
Cauſe was yet depending, the expoſing ſuch Writings 
might give the Defendant ſome Advantage. Mill uſed 
all his Eloquence to prove that no Iucondenienct could 
enſue ; but, with his Mizority, was forced to acguieſce, 
and leave the good Lady to have her Pocket ſtill ict 
to no Purpoſe. 

\ 
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Nothing was yet to be done, unleſs the Lord would 
remove Hob from the 'Tally-Office, ſtrike his Name out 
ot the Select Club, and promiſe never to be adviſed by 
him again. If the Very, in a Body, petition'd for this, 
hie Lordſhip, it was thought, would hardly deny it. 
ill got an old Friend, Sandy Long-bib, to make the 
ation in the Veſtry, that he might the more fully 
expatiate afterwards upon the Necæſſity of it, when he 
came to ſpeak himſelf, All was in vain: Bob had too 
many Friends in that Aſſembly, and the Petition was 
cruſh'd in the very Conception. 

But tho' the Fever of this Tallyman continued, his 
Roouerics were every Day more and more manifeſt. 
The Eyes of all Men were open upon them, except of 
thoſe Vefirymen who ſhared with him the unjuſt Plunder 
et the Pariſn. Jo get cheſe rejected, and others choſen 
in their. Room, was the only Reſource that Vill and 
is Friends kad now left. The Day of Election was at 
hand, and Bob gloried in being the Maſter of it: He 
gloried, but in vain ; for the Williamites prevail d, and 
at the next Meeting bore down the Ta/lyman before 
them. He re/izned his Office; but, in return, got him- 
ſeit declared Honorary Burgeſs, and continued a Mem- 
ber of the Select Club. With Bob's Authority ended 
WilPs Honeſty, of which he had now no longer Occa- 
fen. It had gratiſy'd his predominant Paſſion, Revenge, 
and the Maſk became troubleſome to wear. The Ho- 
nour of Victory was all he wanted, and for which he 
had many Years contended ; not that he —_ pro- 
cure Juſtice for his Fellow-Pariſhioners, but Terms for 
Himſelf, his Wife, his Relations, and his Dependants. 
Suppoſe him now cooling from his Indignation againſt 
corrupt Meaſures, meeting Bob without the Veſtry, and 
thus dice] with him. 


The Conference, and the Sequel of it, at ſome other 
Opportunity, | B. 
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From my own Apartment in Spring-Gardens. 


A DIALOGUE between BoB aud 


WIL I, with the Remainder of their 
Hiſtory, being the Sequel of the two 
preceding Papers. | 
Taken from the Weſtminſter Journal of 
Saturday, October 23, 1742. 


Scene the Court of „ Without the Veſtry.. 


WII I. 
HA my old Particular? 


Give me 


F thy Hand Man. 
Wl WV i; 


Bos. Umph !— [Turns ſullenly anuay. 
| W1ul. Nay, nay ! but why fo fy? 
— What have I done to affront thee ? 
Is it becauſe 
Bos. Inſulting Wretch ! [ Aide. 
WILL. Becaule I have kept my Lord with thee ? hah! 


Did I not ſay I would zever leave thee, till J had got 


above thee in the Veltry ? 
Bos. Yes; but I did not think you ae to accom- 
pliſh your Point. To be hunted down by ſuch a 


Pack of young Puppies, that were never let looſe be- 


The 
Vote of a young Veſtryman, you know Bob, that can 


fore | : 
WILL. I brought them thither oz purpoſe. 


give no Reaſon for what he does, is as good as yours 


or mine, after we have flrain'd our Lungs tor Hours to- 


gether, 


Bos. Pox on't! where did you find them all? I. 
did not think there had been /o many honeſt Fellows in 
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the Pariſh. I did not mind whom the People choſe, 
becauſe I thought myſelf ſure of buying-off enough for 
my Purpoſe. 

WILL. Ha! ha! ha! Perhaps then, my Dear, you 
did not bid heir Price ; for every Man, you know, ts 
to be bought, it you give his Price — That's an old 
Maxim of ours. 

Bon. I never knew it fail before this curſed Inſtance. 

WILL. But I found an Eguivalent for your Money. 
Spectre, Man, a Spectre, which you could raiſe for- 
merly as well as I. In ſhort, | made ſuch a Dewi] 
of you, that the poor Lads were afraid to take any 
Thing out of your Hands, leſt you ſhould draw thein 
into * helliſi Contract, and get Poſſeſſion of their 
Souls. 

Bos. I thought the World had been grown wiſer 
ſince we were young: But—T ſee I was miſtaken. 

WIL. And now, as you once quaintly expreſs'd it, 
avhat a fitiful Fellow of a do you look lite? 
Whom will you diſplace now? Whom will you 7 
Tales of to my Lord? Whom will you bully in the 
Veſtry? 5 : 

Bos. D—mn the Veſtry; I'll never /t my Foot 
within the Walls of it again. I'II re/gn my Place, and 
frwve the Pariſh no longer. 

WILL. And what then? 

Bos. Keep only in the Sele Club; perſuade my 
Lord to make me an Honorary Burgeſs ; retire into the 
Country, and live guzetly upon what I have honeſtly 
got. 

WII I. A very laudable Reſolution, truely.—— But 
hark ve, Friend ;—a Word in your Ear. Do you 
think 1 have raifed all this Duſt merely to drive you 
Out of the ty, and make you refign F—— No, Sir; 
we reſolve to have Juſtice done the Pariſh; we have 
eiter'd into aw Afpoiation, and will ſtand to it, to a 
Man. Otpreſſians, Dilapidations, Inſults — conſider 
What ſollows-Eugiiiy, Judgement, a Halter. Your 
honeſi Acquifitions come back to the Pariſh, to the Poor; 
they may fave us 4 Year's Rates. 


Bos. 


1 


Bos. Bloody - minded Rogues 3 

WIII. And all your Accomplices, every Soul of them, 
ſhall have the ſame Fate. Redſtriug, Hoiſtbreeches, 
and the reſt ; there will be a fine Roav of you. 

Bos. I'll crave my Lord's Protection, ſecure the Mi- 
litia, and rather put all in a Confuſion, than 

WIII. Than be hang'd ? hah!— Why, as you ſay, 
"tis not a Thing that a Man would greatly cover : But 
if People will be Rogues, they muſt take what follows: 
Who can help it ? | | | 

Bos. Nobody, if they are fairly and fully convicted. 
But I remember the Time, Vill, when you were 
not ſo plaguy honeſt yourſelf, nor ſo eager to procure 
Juſtice to the Pariſh. Tell me then, is it Principle 
you now act upon, or only Eumity to me? If the firſt, 
I muſt make the beſt Defence in my Power: If the 
latter, have you not your Ends? Have you not con- 
guer d? Do I not quit the Field, and demand Quarter? 
Think then, might not this be made up between us? 
Your own Friends come 7x next; and too much Seve- 
rity to me will be but a /curvy Precedent againſt them, 
whenever the Tables, as no doubt they will, come to 
turn again. 

WIII. What ! compound Felony, and drop the Intereſt 
T have ſo warmly eſpouſed ! 

Bos. Why not? 'Tis not the firit Time. We have 
done it in Conjun@ion. 

WILL. This Place is too pub/ic: We ſhall be pver- 
heard. [Softly. ] 

Bon. Let us go in yonder, and call for a Room. — 
[Afde.] I like this; it will work preſently. 

[ They go into a Tavern. 
Scene a private Rom. 

WIII. I ſhould be /#/þeed if ſeen in your Company 
longer than for a little Ra#/lery. All my Party watch 
me continually ; the young ones, to tread in my Steps; 
the old ones, to ſee thatꝗ don't dewiate from the Paths. 
of my Profeſſion. 

Bos. Caution, Sir, to be ſure, is neceſſary with us 
Leaders, and a Treaty of this Importance, while the 

Armies 
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Armies are yet a&ive in the Field, ſhould be car- 
ried on in ſecret. But to our Point. I find myſelf 
overpowered with Numbers, and am willing to retreat 
on honourable Terms, Will you grant me any? 

WILL. None that are injurious to my Friends, or to 
the Pariſh in general. 

Bos. Your/elf firſt, Sir, by all Means. Will you 
be Tallyman, YVeſftry-Clerk, or what elle ? 

W1uL. I'll accept of 20 Place; none at all—for 
myſelf. Have not I declared, over and over, that I 
would ever accept of a Place? 

Bos. Right! And I had like to have forgot one 
Part of our laſt Quarrel. It ſhall be done as a Preli- 
minary to what you then inſiſted on; an honorary Bur- 
gesſhip, and Readmiſſion into the Select Cub. Is that 
all you would ſtipulate ? 

Will. The Nomination to all Offices that we ſhall 
think proper to vacate, and a formal Enguiry into your 
Conduct. 

Bos. The % is granted: But for the /atter, why 
that is the very Thing I would evade. An Enquiry! 
Man: If I could ſtand that, what have I to fear? A 
Screen! a Screen ! a cloſe Screen for me! Let me have 
a Screen, and be all the Reft as you pleaſe. I am now 
an old Fellow, and to what Purpoſe would you rake 
into the Filth of my Life? Let me go off with what 
little | have, and divide tbe Reft among you. The 
Pariſh is rich enough; why ſhouid we mind the Pariſh ? 

WILL. But I have profeſs'd myſelf the Friend of 
the Pariſh, harangyu'd for the Pariſh, avrote for the Pa- 
riſh, fought for the Pariſh, and declared I would de 
for the Pariſ... 1 
BoB. Have not I done the ſame ? Has not every Man 
done the ſame, who had a Mind to get any Thing by 
the Pariſh ? | 

WIII. Forms however are neceſſary : I ſaid only 
a formal Enquiry, The Charge againit you is great, 
and univerſal, and much will be expected from your 
Reſignation. I require that Somewhat ſhould be made 
out to juſtify my own Oppoſetion z and if that cnn 
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what falls far ſhort of the Expectation J had raiſed, - a 
pretended Convition of my own Miſtake will account 
tor my Coolneſs in the Profecution. 

Bog. But thoſe eager Sparks, who were not to be 
foften'd in the Chace, will they def from Blood when 
they have run down their Prey? By their Obſtinacy, 
they ſhould be a diferent Race of Mortals from any I 
have before met with: Otherwiſe, I think, I ſhould 
have known how to Vence at leaſt ſome of the loudeſt, 

WIII. Leave that to me; they are of my own 
breaking. I am a true Sportſman, and can bring them 
of as well as I brought them oz. The ſame Offers 
they refuſed from you, never doubt they will accept 
from me. A Coalition of our Friends will ſecure us 
both, and be better for his Lordſhip's Servants than a 
Coalition of Parties throughout the Pariſh. 'The latter 
indeed are fire Words to Cad on in the Veſtry ; 
but between Friends, who know the World, and one 
another, they mean nothing. 

Bos. Openly and honeitly ſpoken. Give me thy 
Hand again, Boy. —— The ſame Vill Trimmer ſtill, 
and the fame Bob Monopoly, after a Difference of near 
twenty Years. . 1 

WILL. I never thought, in the Main, that we difer'd 
much in Opinion: But, that we may hereafter be ſure 
of each other's Principles, let us draw up, and ſubſcribe, 
Articles of our Parachial Faith, ' , 

Bop. With all wy Heart. But this curſed Name of 
mine, which has been ſo often tack'd to the Words 
Rogue, Miſcreant, Plunderer, and many others, I am 
reſolved ſhall never go more at the Bottom of any 
Writing. In Proſpe&t of my new Dignity, I aſſume a 
new Name, and am henceforward Bob ef the For. 

WII L. And as my Name, when this our Conwention 
comes to be public, will, in all Likelihood, be as freely 
uſed, T quit that which I have hitherto borne with ſome 
Reputation, that all the Reſentment of the Neigh- 
bourhood may fall upon Vill of the War ERS. | 


Bos, Luckily imagined on both Sides, as it affords 
1 TY wag 
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Me the Opportunity of a Pun ; which, as a dull Fellow 
upon Record, I have a Righit to be always fond of. 

WIII. Let us have it then. in a Probability, 
after this Day, we hall have little other Uſe for our 
Wit, but to employ it in ſome ſuch innocent Manner, 
in each other's Comp 

Bos. How happy ain coming to ſuch Waters as 
bill allow me a ford | lat's my Pun ; but give me 
a Reaſon for what you wk ſaid, | 

WILL. Your Friend, who were fo only of the Sun- 
ſhine of your Fortune, will drop off as that diminiſhes, 
and follow the , Lizht ; Mine, who were indeed 
the Friends of Viriue and Public Spirit, will ſhun me 
with Abhorrence when I have renounced them both. In 
the 8. Stephen's Club we ure not to ſpeak; in the A, 
fembly of Burgeſſes we ſhall be heard with Deriſion, 


and we have no other Way to avoid Contempt, but 


to herd ozly together. 


In Purſuance of what they had agreed on, aur two re- 
concil d Champions call for Pen, Ink, and Paper, 


and wrote the following, as 


A Syſtem of Parochial Faith, 


E BELIEVE, 

That Wealth, Honour, and Power, are the 
only proper Purſuits, and, when obtam'd, the ſupreme 
Qualifications of a Ruling Officer. 

That to procure and preſerve 'Theſe, no Means can 
be unlaguful, no Artifices difbonourable, no Pretences 
unjuſtifiable, no Aſſiſtance diſreputable. | 

'T hat as the Favour of the Lord, and the Money of 
the Tenants, can alone eſtabliſh in this ſublime Charac- 
ter, every mean Artifice, Pretence, or Tool, ought to be 


employ'd by a prudent Officer, in order to acquire 


them in the highe/? Degree. 


That in this honeſt Vocation, to impoſe upon and | 
cheat the Lord, or to bubble and enſlave the Tenants, - 


are ſo far from being Faults, that, when neceſſary, 
they are the Perfection of all Parochial Virtues. 1 
That 
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That every Man who aipires at Rule, and would 


ſupplQ. 410 poſſeſieth it, has the ſame Privileges 
as the: or bath himielt, 

That ERuling Officer depends more on the 
Lord than the Tenants, and generally /o/es the Fa- 


vour of ti ter to obtain that of the former; the 
proper Way (© ſupplant him is to carry Favour with 
the Tenants, ind make them clamour the Lord into a 
Neceſſity to «vizhdraw his Favour. 

That when tnis is done, the ſaid Supplanter is to 


ſucceed in what Share he pleaſes of his Predeceſſor's 


Power, and to portion out the Reft according to his 
own good Liking. 

Inat he is by xo Means to hurt the diſcarded Officer, 
nor to {uffer a full Enquiry to be made into his Crimes; 
but to pacify the People in the Sorteſt Manner, as he 
hopes himſelf for Mercy at the Day of Account. 

That a Parochial Quarrel of the longeſt Continu- 
ance, tho* carried on with the utmoſt Acrimony, ought 
not to be deemed the leaſt Interruption of Friendſhip 
between contending Parties, nor to prevent their after- 
wards uniting in Council. 

That to /avgh at both Lord and Tenants is a mighty 
decent Accompliſhment, and what every preſent or paſt 
Ruling Officer ought to poſſeſs. 

This is our Faith, which we promiſe never to re- 


nounce, YN 
Signed, 
Bon oF THE ForD. 
Witneſs, WILL or Nur WarkE Rs. 


Sandy LONG-B1B, ) 
W1LL with the Spencer-Wig. 
After executing this Inſtrument, the Terms of the 
Convention were punctually fulfl/'d, An Enquiry was 
made into Bob's Conduct, in which he was found 
guilty of great Waſte of the Pariſh Money, under the 
Articles of Baflard Children, Intelligence from other 
Pariſhes, Paſſes, Entertainments, and other frivolous 
Affairs. But Vill told his Friends, That, for . he 
aw 
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ſaw, the Account right be. juſt : That whether it were 
ſo or no, it was ſufficient that Bob was removed from 
the Poft of Taſlyman; and it would be very diſcom- 
mendable in Him, who had been hitherto the poor 
Man's greateſt Enemy, to aſliſt in cruſhing him now he 
was down : That all Mankind are Table to err, and 
he did not himſelf pretend to Perfection; wherefore it 
would be cruel in him to be ſevere for a few Slips: 
That the Veſtry hid other Things of more Importance, 

hich they. ought. to mind, and not to ſpend their 
Fime about a Man, who could v longer hurt them ; 
and, finally, that there was ſtill Money enough in the 
Pariſh, which made it look mean to he fo punctual a- 
bout a trifling Matter of a few Thouſands. * 

As Bob was before of the Select Veſtry, Will was 
immediately admitted into it ; and in the ſame Order 
were they created Honorary Purgeſſes, They continue 
to act upon the Prinei tes recited in the Creed above, 
and are now, more than ever, Par Nobile Fratrum. 
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